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Slide 2: Plain Language Summary Tool (PLST)

Mark Harniss, Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Washington

Slide template has purple background with words University of Washington at the top left and letter W at bottom right.

Slide 3: Plain Language
"The writing and setting out of essential information in a way that gives a cooperative, motivated person a good chance of understanding the document at the first reading, and in the same sense that the writer meant it to be understood" (Steinberg, 1991, p. 3).

Slide template changes to a white background with words University of Washington in purple at the top left and purple letter W at bottom right.

Slide 4: What is the PLST?

· A web-based tool that guide authors through the process of writing a plain language summary of a systematic review.

· Organized using the New Standards for Plain Language Summaries developed by the Cochrane Plain Language Expectations for Authors of Cochrane Summaries (PLEACS) working group.

http://www.cochrane.org/editorial-and-publishing-policy-resource/pleacs 

Slide 5: Why was it developed?

· To model the development of a knowledge translation platform,

· To provide a consistent structure and supporting rationale for generating plain language summaries and to build capacity for writing plain language summaries, 

· To foster collaboration between geographically distributed teams.

Slide 6: How does it work?

· Getting started

· Register, set password and log in from the home page. 
Screen shot of the Plain Language Summary Tool – Login Welcome Page.
Slide 7: How does it work?

· Once logged in you will be on the home page where you can create a new summary, visit saved drafts or learn more about the PLST. 

Screen shot of the Plain Language Summary Tool home page 
Slide 8:  How does it work?

· Click the Create New Summary button to begin. This link takes you to a page that shows the sections of the plain language summary in the left column along with the choice to Save as Draft or Exit without Save. 

Screen shot of the Plain Language Summary Tool –Create New Summary page
Slide 9: How does it work?

· The citation can be filled in manually or you can enter the PubMed ID for a pub that has been published (not ePub) and it will autofill. 

Slide 10: How does it work?

· Use the Back or Next buttons or the left navigation to move through the rest of the template. 

· Template includes a place to fill in your plain language text as well as the Cochrane standard and rationale. 

Slide 11: How does it work?

Screen shot of the Plain Language Summary Tool: Title page. 
Add your text to the Plain Language title box. Then select Back or Next buttons below.

The Standard and the Rationale and Elaboration are described below each element.
Slide 12: How does it work?

· Two new buttons added once you start your plain language draft:

· Share this Draft

· Delete Entire Summary

Screen shot of the Plain Language Summary Tool with Share this Draft and 
Delete Entire Summary buttons highlight on lower left navigation bar.
Slide 13: How does it work?

· After you select, Share this Draft, you will be taken to a page that shows the compiled version of your plain language summary. 

· You may print this page or copy the URL at the top of the page and send it to a collaborator. 

· Your collaborator does not need an account in the Plain Language Summary Tool in order to be able to see the draft. 

Slide 14: Plain Language Summary Draft

Screen shot of example of a completed Plain Language Summary Draft, including these elements: Plain Language Title, Review Question, Background, Search Date, Study Characteristics (more not shown in image).
Slide 15: How does it work?

· You may also choose, View PDF Version in the upper right hand corner to generate a PDF. This will generate a PDF that can be saved and sent as an attachment to a collaborator. Image of “What can I do with this? View PDF Version)
Slide 16: Who can use it?

· Open to anyone. 

· Accessible via the KTDRR website: http://www.ktdrr.org/resources/plst/index.html
Slide 17: What training and support is available?

· Captioned training video available from the home page. 

· User manual and additional resources available once logged in. 

Slide 18: What about plain language for research articles?

· Not supported in current PLST, but definitely important. 

Image: Screenshot from http://agerrtc.washington.edu/node/187
Example of a plain language summary of a research article on using technology in the home and community life of people aging with disability.
Slide 19: Questions?

Slide 20: Contact Info

Mark Harniss Rehabilitation Medicine, University of Washington, mharniss@uw.edu
Slide 21: Disclaimer

This presentation was developed for grant number H133A120012 from the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), U.S. Department of Education. However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the federal government.

