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Agenda

Introductions 

Evolution of the KNAER

KNAER Phase II Context

KNAER Social Media Strategy 

Understanding Impact

Twitter: @KNAER_RECRAE
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https://twitter.com/search?q=%40KNAER_RECRAE&src=typd


Evolution of the KNAER
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Knowledge Mobilization (KMb)

• Developing and expanding networks to share and 
apply knowledge

• Building capacity for mobilizing knowledge and 
use of evidence

• Engaging in and sustaining interactive activities 
for knowledge co-creation and sharing

• Producing, drawing on, and utilizing actionable 
resources to share and apply knowledge
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Related Terms & Concepts - KMb

• knowledge transfer

• knowledge management

• knowledge translation

• knowledge exchange
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Key Questions 

• To whom should research results be communicated?
• How is the process of communicating research results 

best mapped?
• How will the proposed knowledge mobilization 

activities advance the stated research goals?
• Will interactions with knowledge users be fed into 

research design?
• How will interactions be sustained beyond the life of 

the project?

Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC, 2015)
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KNAER—Phase 1 (2010–2014)

Projects: 44 research-
practice projects 

Partnership: Required 
for each project (150)

Time Frame: 1–2 years

Focus areas: 4 broad 
priority areas

Funding: 25–100K per 
project
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For more info visit the KNAER website

http://www.knaer-recrae.ca/resources/project-resource-toolkit


KNAER Phase II Context

• Four research-to-practice 
thematic knowledge networks

• Implementation of evidence-
informed educational practices 

• Multiyear funding (4–5 years)
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Network Models (1)

Linear models - in which research is produced and then 
made available for users in a mainly one-way relationship 

Best & Holmes (2010)
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Network Models (2)
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Relationship models — Build on linear models but 
focus on enhancing relationships between and among 
researchers and practitioners to facilitate the KMb
process

Best & Holmes (2010)



Network Models (3)
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Systems models — Interaction, co-creation, and 
implementation of evidence throughout all levels of 
a system

Best & Holmes (2010)



KNAER PHASE II

Source: KNAER



Governance Roles
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• Ontario Ministry of Education

• KNAER Secretariat

• Planning & Implementation Committee (PIC)

• Ontario Education Research Panel (OERP)



Network Roles
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• Network Hosts

• Networks

• Communities of Practice



The Role of Social Media 

• Dissemination
• Communication
• Networks
• Strengths 
• Limitations 
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Growth of Social Media 
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• Social media can be leveraged to create meaningful 
and lasting connections and can be used to share best 
practices and mobilize knowledge. 

Source: wearesocial.com (used with permission)

http://wearesocial.com/us/


Social Media Use Among Educators

• Social media—Twitter, in 
particular—has been used among 
educators to establish 
relationships and share ideas. 

• Virtual communities of practice

• Social processes 

• Social networking technologies

20
Book cover image used with permission



KNAER Social Media

• KNAER’s social media strategies include both 
linear and relationship approaches. 

• Building connections, facilitating relationships, 
and promoting the use of KMb strategies in 
the education sector

21



@KNAER-RECRAE

• A central component of KNAER social media 
activity is the KNAER Twitter account. 

• Over the years, the KNAER Twitter account has 
grown from 250 followers to approximately 2,500 
followers. 

• #KMbChats that engage participants online in 
questions concerning KMb practices and future 
suggestions for KNAER. 

22





Challenges of Social Media

• High expectations
• Reaching audiences
• Staying relevant 
• Exhaustion 
• Measuring impact 

24





Lessons From the KNAER 
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• Utilizing and mobilizing existing research can support 
improvements in professional learning.

• Learning communities and/or networks support 
opportunities for collaboration, sharing of knowledge, 
and professional learning.

• KMb benefits from the development of usable and 
useful outputs and the cultivation of longer term 
partnerships and networks.



Understanding Impact
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Types of Research Use
Instrumental use  specific pieces of research use 
and the “direct impact of research on policy and 
practice decisions” 
Conceptual use  the complex, indirect ways that 
research changes ways of thinking, alerting 
policymakers to an issue, or general “consciousness-
raising” 
Symbolic use  validating pre-existing notions or 
suppositions 

Weiss (1979); Nutley et al. (2007)



The Power and Potential of Social Media

• Generating awareness
• Sharing resources
• Reaching diverse audiences
• Engaging users
• Understanding impact

28



Thank you!
Questions or comments?

Contact us at: cro.office@ontario.ca

Want to learn more about the KNAER?
Visit: http://www.knaer-recrae.ca/
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Disclaimer: 
The author(s) developed and presented the contents of this file 
at an online conference sponsored by the Center on KTDRR. 
The online conference was developed under a grant from the 
National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 
Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR grant number 
90DP0027). NIDILRR is a Center within the Administration for 
Community Living (ACL), Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). The contents of this presentation do not 
necessarily represent the policy of NIDILRR, ACL, HHS, and 
you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.
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